
Epiphany 2 (B) 17th January 2021 (Number 045)     

Please note that this is a written version rather than a transcript. 

Call to Worship  

O Lord, you have searched me and known me.  
You know when I sit down 
and when I rise up; 
you discern my thoughts from far away.  
You search out my path 
and my lying down, 
and are acquainted with all my ways. 


(Psalm 139 .1 - 3) 

Welcome to this reflection where we’ll hear about Jesus calling some of his first disciples.  
Jesus says ‘Follow me’ and they encourage one another to ‘Come and see’.  It’s a journey 
that will both challenge and transform them as they seek out the truth about Jesus.


Let us pray


Opening Prayer 
Living God,

in Christ you make all things new.

Transform the poverty of our nature

by the riches of your grace,

and in the renewal of our lives

make known your heavenly glory;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.


From ‘The Book of Common Worship’, Church of South India   

Anniversaries are always fruitful sources of themes for sermon writers.  They are also 
treasured by stamp and coin designers.  This year sees the issuing of a £2 coin to 
commemorate the 75th Anniversary of the death of the author H G Wells.  But the design 
of the coin has left the Royal Mint with, well I won’t say “not a leg to stand on” because 
the truth is they have one too many legs!


The design of the coin shows one of the Martian machines from Wells’ ‘War of the Worlds’ 
Wells describes a ‘monstrous tripod’ but the coin depicts not three but four legs.  Add to 
that Wells ‘Invisible Man’ is shown with a top hat that in literature the character never 
wore.  There’s more.  Around the edge of the coin is an inscription, “Good books are 
warehouses of ideas”.  There is a similar quote in a rather obscure book by Wells where a 
character says “Good books are the warehouses of ideals” where it’s said as a 
suggestion that books are places where ideals can be hidden away - hardly the message 
the quote was presumably meant to convey.


Check your facts!  Everyone who is entrusted with relaying information is told to do that 
and, on the face of it, with the internet available it should be easier today than ever.  But 
what can we believe?  How do we know what is true and what isn’t?
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Our Gospel reading today is part of the call of the first disciples.  Jesus has just called 
Andrew and Peter to follow him and now he encounters Philip.  But can they believe what 
they’d heard about Jesus?  Could it be true that he’s the Messiah?  Surely not from 
Nazareth’.  There’s no internet for them to search, to find out the truth about Jesus they 
need to ‘Come and see’.   

 

Gospel: John 1 .43 - 51 (NRSV) 

43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, 
‘Follow me.’ 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 
Philip found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found him about whom Moses in 
the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.’ 

46 Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’ Philip said 
to him, ‘Come and see.’ 47 When Jesus saw Nathanael coming towards him, he 
said of him, ‘Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!’ 48 Nathanael 
asked him, ‘Where did you come to know me?’ Jesus answered, ‘I saw you under 
the fig tree before Philip called you.’ 

49 Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!’ 
50 Jesus answered, ‘Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the 
fig tree? You will see greater things than these.’ 51 And he said to him, ‘Very truly, I 
tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and 
descending upon the Son of Man.’ 


In the following poem the writer, Mary Hanrahan, a primary school teacher in the east end 
of Glasgow, ponders on what Andrew must have thought many years later when he 
recalled that day when he’d asked Jesus where he was living and Jesus’ replied ‘Come 
and see’.      


Come and See (Andrew remembers) (based on John 1 .38)

I followed him.  It was not far away.

Ordinary.  In fact, rather frugal.

And yet, looking back to that fateful day,

his presence gave that house an almost regal air I sensed

but little understood.

The table well-wrought, a few simple chairs.

I only learned later his skill with wood

and wondered if lifeless timber bears

his mark as much as I do.  My life’s core

changed that day.  There were other rooms but none so

clearly etched in my memory.  That door

led to another world.  I had to go

on following him.  Left my nets behind.

He called us to fishing of a different kind.


Mary Hanrahan - ‘Barefoot and Buttercups’, Wild Goose Publications 
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Rumours no doubt were rife.  They always are when someone’s ‘made a bit of a stir’.  
Jesus had arrived on the scene and John the Baptist had proclaimed him God’s chosen 
one.  Was Jesus the Messiah?  There were those who said he might be.


Andrew was one of those who wanted to find out more and asked Jesus where he came 
from. Jesus said, ‘Come and see’.  Andrew did, and he took his brother Simon too.  As 
we heard in today’s Gospel reading they were soon joined by Philip and Nathaniel.


All the Gospels agree that the disciples responded to Jesus call, or their own curiosity, 
with out hesitation.  They lift their fishing boats and nets, the tools of their trades and 
followed Jesus.  Would we respond without hesitation?  For those first disciples who did 
it would prove to be a long and rocky road.


Would I have answered (StF 674) (A hymn by Herman Stuempfle) 
Would I have answered when you called,

‘Come follow, follow me!’?

Would I at once have left behind

both work and family?

Or would the old, familiar round

have held me by its claim

and kept the spark within my heart

from bursting into flame?


Would I have followed where you led

through ancient Galilee,

on roads unknown, by ways untried,

beyond security?

Or would I soon have hurried back

where home and comfort drew,

where truth you taught would not disturb

the ordered world I knew?


Would I have matched my step with yours

when crowds cried, ‘Crucify!’,

when on a rocky hill I saw a cross

against the sky?

Or, would I too have slipped away

and left you there alone,

a dying king with crown of thorns

upon a terrible throne?


O Christ, I cannot search my heart

through all it’s tangled ways,

nor can I with a certain mind

my steadfastness appraise.

I only pray that when you call,

‘Come follow, follow me!’,

you’ll give me strength beyond my own

to follow faithfully. 


Herman Stuempfle (1923 - 2007) 
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Jesus instinctively knew the disciples better than they knew themselves.  He judged that 
Simon with all his faults would be a rock of support.  He knew that Nathaniel was 
trustworthy, although Nathaniel didn’t know how he knew that!  Andrew, who’d called 
Simon, and Philip, who’d called Nathaniel  had already shown themselves efficient 
evangelists - spreading the gossip about Jesus and bidding others to Come and see.


And what did they see?  In conversation, in sharing food and enjoying each companies 
they found out who Jesus was and, even just as much a revelation, who they were, 
beloved children of God.  They decided to stick around for a bit and see what happened 
but, when Jesus invited them to join his at a wedding they couldn’t imagine what they 
would see (John 2 .1 - 11).  Water into wine was marvellous indeed, but what is even 
greater is the change following Jesus can bring to the lives the disciples, and to us.


Maybe Nathaniel was changed enough to leave his prejudice behind and realise that 
something good can indeed come from Nazareth!


Approaching God 
We turn to you, O God,

and find you already coming to meet us.


You inhabit our hopes

with creative love;


you hold battered lives

in scarred hands;


you catch us up

to dance towards fullness of life.


We meet you, O God;

life giver,

heart changer,

breath taker …


Sustain us,

heal us,

renew us


this day

and for evermore.


Rachel Poolman, from ‘Conversations’, URC Prayer Handbook 2021 

Thank you for being part of this reflection today.  As always there’s a written version on 
the resource site.  Take care, stay safe, and the best of all God is with us!
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