
25 April - 1 May 2021 The cost of care
Related Bible reading(s): John 10.11-18

Bible study on John 10.11-18
This study can be used by a small family/ household group, or by
an online group, or – sometimes with a little adaptation - by an
individual.

See our Guidelines for a weekly Bible study

Begin with an opening prayer
Safe in the knowledge that we are loved,
we come to the Good Shepherd
seeking succour for our souls.
Let not the wolf snatch our thoughts and scatter them,
for our minds belong to Jesus,
and our hearts are open to him.
Amen.

 

Read the passage
Consider di!erent ways to read the text. For example, hearing it
in more than one version of the Bible.

In an online group, you could share parts between those present,
or use/adapt this week’s Share the Word suggestion: Use the
Jump to this week's menu on the right to go to Share the Word
and scroll down to find the Gospel reading.

 

Explore and respond to the text
Start by reading the Bible notes below. You may want to read
them more than once, or pause after each paragraph to reflect
on what you have read.

 

Bible notes
Jesus’ parable draws on the examples of Moses (Exodus 3.1!)
and David (2 Samuel 5.2). In Ezekiel 34, Israel’s leaders, both
good and bad, are shepherds. Jesus’ image is both pastoral and
political. Who might be the hired hands in his parable, who care
nothing for the sheep? A wide range of leaders, then and now, fit
the bill.
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What qualifies Jesus to be ‘the good shepherd’? Three times he
draws attention to his readiness to risk his own life to protect his
flock (vv.11,15,17). ‘Laying down’ and ‘taking up’ his life is the
shepherd’s daily habit of lying across the gate of the sheepfold at
night to protect the flock and rising each morning to lead them to
pasture (vv.17-18). It is also the shape of God’s grace that
descends from heaven in the Word made flesh before being
exalted to the Father’s heart in the cross (John 1.1-18; 12.32).
Shepherd-like care enables shepherd and sheep to know each
other in a knowledge that reflects Jesus’ relationship with the
God he calls ‘Father’.

This shepherd is good enough to see further than his beloved
flock. ‘Other sheep’ graze pastures that lie beyond the
boundaries of respectability and race. In this Gospel, they are
represented by the Samaritan woman, the critically ill, the
disabled poor and the woman caught committing adultery. There
is room for them too in the ‘one flock’.

See also:

Hardwired for story
Arnold Browne discusses
Lent storytelling with
Joel Denno.

 

Reflection
Spend a few moments thinking about what stands out for you
from the Bible reading. This idea may help.

How does Jesus model what good shepherding is like? The
shepherd shows the cost of caring by laying down his life. The
shepherd knows us. The shepherd is inherently good. The
shepherd is faithful to his sheep – he doesn’t abandon them (us)
when life gets tough. The shepherd is faithful to, and keeps in
close contact with, God. The shepherd is in control. The
shepherd searches out the lost. How can we mirror these
attributes as a loving community serving God?

 

Questions for reflection
You may wish to use these questions and the picture to help you
think about or discuss issues of sharing.
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What do you see in this image?
What does ‘a caring community’ mean to you?
What are the personal costs of being a caring community?

 

A simple worship activity
A participatory prayer time.

You will need three images: a sheep, a shepherd and a wolf.

Read John 10.11 while displaying the shepherd image. Invite
people, whenever this is displayed, to think of something that
they love about ‘Jesus our shepherd’, or something with which
they need his help.

Next, display the sheep image. Sheep need to stick together, to
be a flock. Invite everyone, whenever this image is displayed, to
ask God to help them grow as a united community by saying
together: Lord, help us to flock together.

Finally, read John 10.12 and display the wolf image. Invite people,
when this image is displayed, to think of temptations that might
‘scatter the flock’ and spoil the unity – and, if it is something they
have done, silently say sorry to God.

Display the pictures, in a random order, allowing time for people
to think and pray (out loud or in silence). Display each image
several times.

Use the Jump to this week's menu on the right to go to
more activities in Explore and respond 

 

Prayer
Adapt to your local context.

A prayer of thanksgiving
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Lord, a year ago your house was not a fold in which we could
meet. Confined to our homes, we prayed as a silent wolf prowled
the world, a pandemic that threatened us all. We thank you for
watching over us, and for those of us who were safely delivered.
It was a testing time, Lord, but yet there was community. We
thank you for the proof that your Church has no walls, as we
learned to reach out to one another and still to worship – but in
di!erent ways. We thank you for those in our communities who
had been taken for granted, overlooked, not considered of great
importance, but on whom we came to rely to save lives. We thank
you that our values were tested, and that we saw what really
matters.

Good Shepherd, who knows su!ering and sacrifice beyond our
imagining,
we thank you that we are here today, enfolded in your love..
Amen.

 

Use the Jump to this week's menu on the right to find more
prayers, including up-to-date intercessions in The week in focus.

 

A prayer to end the Bible study
Lord, when we feel lost and confused:
Help us to follow the ‘good shepherd’.
When we are tired by caring for others:
Help us to follow the ‘good shepherd’.
When we’re tempted by the wolves:
Help us to follow the ‘good shepherd’.
When we’re enjoying good pasture and rest:
Help us to follow the ‘good shepherd’.
Send us out to be faithful sheep and:
Help us to follow the ‘good shepherd’. 
Amen.

 

Go with God 24/7
Encourage everyone to put their faith into action.

Pray – by name – for people in your community, and look for
simple opportunities to express  appreciation for people who
have care or responsibility for you, and to demonstrate your love
for those in your care.

 

Encourage everyone to explore their faith this week with the
ROOTS at home resource.
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